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Landmarks of a Contemporary Interpretation of Sunnah:
Importance, Tools, Methodologies, and Effects
Prof. Mohamed Abdullah Oweidah

Abstract;

The holy Sunnah represents one of the most important sources of
Islam. It constitutes a rich inventory of Islamic legislations and guidance
for which the Muslim nation, nowadays, is desperately in need.
Therefore, all efforts should be exerted in order to draw on this rich
inventory, and thus make use of the holy Sunnah in addressing our
contemporary problems. One such effort is to present a contemporary
interpretation of the Sunnah.

In fact, this paper, which is submitted to the Holy Sunnah
International Symposium that the College of Islamic and Arabic Studies
in Dubai always holds, is a humble contribution towards setting up a
project whose main objective is the desired contemporary interpretation.

In this paper, I have discussed the importance of Sunnah and the
humanity’s desperate need for a contemporary interpretation of it, the
tools needed for undertaking such a project, especially modern and
scientific ones, and the modern research methodologies and research
documentation styles needed in order to serve the holy Sunnah, and to
present it in a style that suits the present addressees and tackles their
current needs while still drawing on the work of our late scholars.

I have, also, been keen to make clear that a contemporary
interpretation of the Sunnah has to give the general meaning of each
Hadith, the causes for which, or the environment in which, it was stated,
the rules and lessons learnt from it, and how it could be transferred to the
present. The work of the early scholars helps in all of these tasks.

In the conclusion, I could predict some of the effects of such a
contemporary interpretation of the holy Sunnah not only in serving our
Muslim nation, but also in serving the holy Sunnah itself.
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